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COB New Church  

Planting Conference  

Recap¸ Don Mitchell  

 
"Hope, Imagination, Mission--the 
theme of the Church of the Brethren 
New Church Planting Conference, May 
19-21 in Richmond, Indiana, hosted by 
Bethany Theological Seminary--
prompted a new call to the whole church 
to develop its imagination and foster a 
new hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
One hundred (100) people  
participated in worship, keynote presen-
tations, workshops, and a special track 
in Spanish. The conference was  
sponsored by Congregational Life  
Ministries." 

ANE continues "Going" as it 
shows we are embracing our 
theme and commitment to be an 
"All In" church. On May 18-21,  

16 ANE members attended the 
aforementioned Church Planting 
Conference. Our "Going" group 
consisted of church leaders,  
pastors, Church Development  
Commission members, District 
Executive Craig Smith, and those 
sensing the Call from God to 
plant churches. 

We met for intentional prayer, 
song, and praise in a  
pre-conference gathering on  
Wednesday evening, May 18 as 
people arrived and registered. 
This was to prepare people to get 
ready for what was to come;  
leadership was provided by Pastor 
Belita Mitchell, Harrisburg First 
Church, and Leah Hileman,  
Minister of Music, Harrisburg 
First. 

Keynote Speakers for the  
conference were Efrem Smith and 

Mandy Smith.  Workshop 
presenters from ANE  
included Ryan Braught, 
Veritas church planter, 
and Dave Weiss a former 
planter and now Pastor 
of the Springfield  
Congregation. 

Pastor Galen Hackman 
was also present with his 
Nigerian friend and other 
Nigerian leaders to  
discuss mission. 

 

Dave Weiss 
gave the 
conference 
his artistic 
renderings 
as things 
unfolded. 
His work  
conveyed 
the beautiful essence as to what 
was taking place among us. 

Eddie Quijano, supported by his 
wife, Jasmine, from Brooklyn 
First Church shared in an  
afternoon testimonial session.  He 
spoke on how Brooklyn First has 
fostered other COB churches by 
the use of their facility, and their 
existing challenges.  He also spoke 
about how they remain steadfast 
and committed to be an òAll Inó 
church, moving forward to 2020 
and beyond. 

District Executive Craig Smith 
prayed for the Harvesters, and it 
was a heart felt moment. 

Details of this entire event may be 
accessed on COBNewsline at 
www.brethren.org/news/2016/
church-planting-conference-calls-
for-hope.html. 

ALL IN:  Godly. Going. 

Glowing. Growing. Godly.  
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New Members  

Alpha & Omega- Reaffirmation: Josendy  
Martinez, Banencio De La Nuez, Jorge Serrano, 
Emily Riquelme, Wilfredo Riquelme, Santiago 
Payano, Petra Castro 
Hershey Spring Creek  -  Baptism:  Tyler  
Boland,  Madison Dove, Cameron Nauman;  
Letter:  Phoebe Gesford, James Gould, Winifred 
Gould, David Myers; Reaffirmation:  Donna  
Esposito 
Midway  -  Baptism:  Ariah Freed, Ainsley Sellers, 
Caleb Ebling, Andrew Weidman;  Letter:  Dwight 
Ramsey, Loreen Ramsey, Isaiah Bomberger,  
Loren Stoner, Dana Ebling, Jessica Weidman, 
Caleb Stauffer, Erin Stauffer 
Parker Ford -  Joshua Kumpf, Stacy Kumpf, 
Dorothy Pike, Justine Rivera; Baptism:  Shelli 
Witt;  Letter:   Mark Levengood, Anna  
Levengood 
Little Swatara -  Letter: Christopher and  
Christina Mowl    
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ANE District Adds New Staff  

With the retirement of Jan Reed, ANE  
Communicationõs Manager, the Atlantic Northeast 
District is pleased to announce that Kelly Bernstein 
has joined the ANE Staff. 
Kelly began her new work 
with us on April 18.        

Kelly is a graduate of  
Messiah College with a  
degree in Human Resource 
Management. She brings 
more than 25 years of of-
fice, managerial and  
business experience. Her 
previous experiences  
include: office work at a 
wellness center and Her-
shey Christian School, food service, and the  
hospitality and attractions industry at  
Hersheyõs Chocolate World, as well as being the  
co-owner of a small business.   

Kelly and her husband, Rich, attend Hanoverdale 
Church, and recently moved to Harrisburg. They have 
two terrific college-aged girls. They enjoy watching 
their girls play soccer and travel. 

Whether you encounter Kelly in a call or visit to the 
district office or around ANE at one of your events, 
please welcome her and make her feel a part of the 

New Staff:  Susquehanna Valley 

Ministry Center  

Karen Hodges was appointed to the role of  
Program Coordinator of SVMC.  Karen brings a 
wide range of skills to SVMC and holds a BS 
degree in Business Administration from  
Elizabethtown College.  She most recently 
served as Administrative Support Assistant to 
the Director of Undergraduate Studies, School 
of Business Administration at Penn State  
UniversityñHarrisburg.  Karen is an active 
member of the Elizabethtown Church of the 
Brethren. 

Birth Announcements  

Joel and Linetta Ballow welcomed baby  
Hannah Eirene into their lives on  May 4, 2016. 

Joel and Linetta are co-administrators of Camp  
Swatara. The family, including big brothers, Julian 
and Nicholas, are all doing well and are excited to 
become a party of five! 

  

In Memoriam  

Gilberto Falu, Pastor of the Potterõs House  
Project in NY, passed away May 11, as result of a 
serious car accident.   

Lloyd Moyer, Camp Swataraõs Building and 
Grounds Manager, passed away May 12,  
following some health issues.  Lloyd faithfully 
served Camp Swatara for 41+ years.   
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Placement News  
 

Conewago-  Open late summer.  Search Committee to be formed. 

East Cocalico ð Interviewing. John Shaffer serves as Interim.  

Elizabethtownð Gathering profiles and getting ready to interview.  Minister of Faith Formation. 

Ephrata ð Negotiating. Internal Interim Team. 

Florin ð Galen Hackman called as Intentional Interim. 

Green Tree ð Profile developing. Rod OõDonnell serves as interim. 

Lancasterð Negotiating.  Associate Youth, Young Adults, & Faith Formation.   

Long Run ð Joel Hershey and Bob Spencer serve as Interim Team. 

Myerstown ð Jack Harpold serves as Interim. 

Paxton ð Interviewing. Mary Etta Reinhart serves as Interim.  

Quakertown ð Interviewing. Erv Huston completed Interim. 

West Green Treeð Called Shawn OõBrien to Director, Youth Ministries 

Ministry  
Craig H. Smith  

Shift Thinking ¸Craig H. Smith 

 
The following are considerations to navigate culture and shift thinking to impact this present  
generation: 

¶ A positive attitude is great.  A positive action is better. 

¶ To encourage positive change is great.  To model change is better. 

¶ To look forward is great.  To walk forward is better. 

¶ Some people learn and learn in order to act.  Others act, learn, improve and repeat. 

¶ You are where you are because your daily choices got you there.  If you donõt like it, your daily 
choices can get you out. 

Scripture Points: 

But when the Father send the Advocate as my representativeñ that is, the Holy Spiritñ he will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.                                              John 14.26 

When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, for I want to bring the weak to Christ.  Yes, I 
try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything I can to save some.              1 Corinthians 9:22 
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Ministry  
Craig H. Smith  

Coaches³ Corner¸ Craig H. Smith 

Seven Questions to Advance Your 
Church: 

1. How does getting more people into church  
differ from introducing people to Jesus? 

2. Is your Church a Have-to Church, or a Want-to 
Church? 

3. If you could tell one story that would positively 
impact your community, what story would you 
share? 

4. Whom do you have the power to change in your 
church? 

5. If money were no object, what would you do to 
launch your church into a bright future? 

6. What are the best years of your churchõs life? 

7. If your church went to the doctor for a  
check-up, what would the exam reveal? 

Asking better questions leads to healthier solutions; 
and healthier solutions lead to a clearer vision; and a 
clearer vison leads to a brighter future; and a bright 
future is Godõs energy for today and ray of hope for 
tomorrow. 

The Church of the Brethren  

Announces New Staff  

The Church of the Brethren has hired Joe 
Detrick as Interim Director for the Office of 
Ministry. He will begin in this position on June 
22, working out of the Church of the Brethren 
General Offices in Elgin, Ill. and from his home 
in Seven Valleys, PA. 

This interim assignment is expected to continue 
for one year. Detrick served in Southern  
Pennsylvania District as District Executive for 
13 years, from 1998-2011, and more recently 
was an interim District Executive for Pacific 
Southwest District for a year from January 2014
-January 2015.   (COB Newsline ) 

David A. Steele has been named general  
secretary-elect of the Church of the Brethren by 
the denominationõs Mission and Ministry Board. 
His appointment was announced May 23, at a 
specially called meeting at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, MD. 

Steele currently is District Executive of the 
Church of the Brethrenõs Middle Pennsylvania 
District, a position he has held since 2005. His 
start date as general secretary will be Sept. 1.   
(COB Newsline) 

Newly Licensed Minister and  

Pastoral Installment                      

Cody Schwanger,West Green Tree, was licensed to 
ministry on May 15. 

Andy Hamilton was installed as pastor of Stevens 
Hill Community Church of the Brethren on May 22. 

Congratulations to both! 

Andy Hamiltonôs installment at 
Stevenôs Hill Community COB 
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Trunk or Treat ´GOINGµ out to the 

Community!   By Bethany Hoffer 

The Palmyra CoB congregation made the decision in 
2014 to stay in our current location and renovate.  
Location is an important part of who we are and the  
ministry that we want to do in our community. Coming 
to this decision created in us a need to meet the people 
that live around us. We began by hosting monthly  
cookouts in the parking lot--inviting our neighbors to join 
us for a hot dog or hamburger and to play a game of 
kickball or sit and chat in the shade.  

After a summer of cookouts in the parking lot, we felt 
that there was more that we could do to engage those 
that live on and around Chestnut Street in Palmyra. Every 
year on trick or treat night, families traipse up and down 
Chestnut Street, walking past our building. This was a 
perfect opportunity for us to go out and join the  
community rather than asking them to join us. 

Last October, for the second year in a row, members and 
friends of the Palmyra Church of the Brethren lined their 
vehicles up in the parking lot on Palmyraõs community 
trick or treat night, trunks to the street. Each trunk was 
decked out in themes ranging from Mary Poppins to  
pirates to Jonah and the Whale. One family even set up a 
campsite complete with a fire pit and hot dog roasting! 
Those tending to the trunks were dressed in theme and 
passed out candy. As children and parents went door to 
door trick-or-treating down Chestnut Street, we were set 
up along their path.  

In the weeks leading up to the event, groups and  
Individuals from the congregation had the opportunity to 
sign up to secure a parking spot on Trunk or Treat night. 
We also collected candy donations from the congregation 
to last us through the evening. Each year, we handed  
candy out to over 100 children and youth! 

 

 

 
The mission of the Palmyra Church of the Brethren is to 
invite, welcome, nurture, disciple, equip, empower, and 
inspire all persons to live and to serve in the way of Jesus. 
We look forward to carrying on our new tradition of 
Trunk or Treat again this year. The congregation  
continues to look for new and creative ways to interact 
with our community and carry out the mission that has 
been set before us.  
 

We would be happy to hear your stories of òGoing OUTó  as 
well.  Please send them to Mary Etta  
Reinhart, Director of Witness and Outreach at  
mreinhart@ane-cob.org. 

Witness and Outreach  
-Mary Etta Reinhart  

Justice Like Water  

Saturday, August 20, 10am-3pm 

In recent years, incidents and events in the news 
have sparked a very difficult national conversation 
about race, immigration, and culture.  As  
Christians, we are called to be peacemakers, to 
stand with our fellow believers, and to continue to 
work of Jesus.  What is a faith-based response in 
the context of todayõs conversation about  
oppression and justice? 

Hosted at the Lancaster CoB, leadership will be 
provided by Gimbiya Kettering, Director of  
Intercultural Ministries at the Church of the 
Brethren.  CEUs (.03) are also available. 
 
$10.00 per person and includes lunch.  

Register online through our website under the  
registration tab, or use our link on Facebook! 

ANEôs 3-Year Emphasis: 

ALL IN:  Going.  Glowing.  Growing.  
Godly.
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The Barnabas Fund Update  

The Barnabas Fund Team met in early May to determine 2017 funding based on requests received 
from ANE district churches. Alpha & Omega, Brooklyn First, Germantown, and Harrisburg First 
were all offered funding for 2017 contingent upon approval from the ANE District Board and the 
ANE District Conference in October of the 2017 Ministry Investment Plan.  

As those requests for funding were reviewed, there were some wonderful stories shared of  
kingdom work being done in our local churches. Here are two stories that were shared with the Barnabas Fund 
team by Jonathan Bream of the Brooklyn First congregation: 

The Spanish Bible Study currently is using a series called òEl Expositor Biblico: (The Bible Expositor), which consists of 13  
lessons, focusing on the Great Biblical Teachingsé.Just this past winter, we lost one of the groupõs members to a long battle with 
cancer. At times, the Bible Study becomes a support group, seeking the Lordõs answer to what are lifeõs very complex problems.  

Our Open Gym for Jesus continues to witness to unchurched youth from the street coming to know who Jesus is with Bible Study, 
snacks, and gym time. In 2015, we started to read through and study the Gospel of John.  There are times we spend nearly half an 
hour understanding Godõs Word and answering questions. These young persons share prayer concerns. They pray for more than just 
good grades; they share deep family concerns.  With guidance, they pray for each other, and they are seeing results. This group is  
diverse in age and heritage.  

The Brooklyn First congregation is being supported by the ANE District Barnabas Fund with a $25,000 annual 
commitment in 2016.  This is just one more way that our ANE district congregations are able to work together 
to enable congregations with identifiable needs to more productively offer successful outreach and evangelism 
ministries in their communities.  

Brethren Bible Institute  

Summer Term 
July 25-29, 2016 
Elizabethtown College 
 
Resident: $250 
Commuting: $100 

For Applications:  Brethren Bible  
Institute, 155 Denver Road, Denver, 
PA  17517. 

Bus to Annual Conference  
 

Ken Kreider is again offering transportation to and 
housing at Annual Conference. Join us for a  
comfortable trip to Greensboro, NC.   For infor-
mation, please call 717-367-7622, email 
kreiderk@etown.edu, or write to J. Kenneth 
Kreider, 1300 Bear Creek Rd.,   Elizabethtown, PA 
17022. 

Elvis Gospel Concert  
Sunday, August 21, 6 pm 

Wyomissing Church of the Brethren 
2200 State Hill Road, Wyomissing. 

Jeff Krick will perform as "Elvis" in a Gospel 
Concert.  NOTES OF FAITH will perform 
at 6 pm with "Elvis" performing at 7 pm. 

A free will offering will be taken. For more 
information, please call 610-374-8451. 

August 6, 6:00pm  

mailto:kreiderk@etown.edu%3cmailto:kreiderk@etown.edu
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¸Kay Weaver  

If you feel this would be a helpful resource, please request a copy from  
Kay at kweaver@ane-cob.org.   

To receive future notices of helpful Church Education resources, sign-up for Building Church Leaders e-mail 

newsletter at www.buildingchurchleaders.com.  

 When you find helpful resources to download, you can get them FREE by contacting Jess at jross@ane-cob.org.  

Church Finance Seminar  
 
Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 22, 10-11:30 
a.m. for this seminar led by Dan Ensinger, CPA, Senior 
Manager at Weinhold, Nickel & Co. and member at East 
Cocalico CoB. More details coming soon! 

 

mailto:kweaver@ane-cob.org
http://www.buildingchurchleaders.com
mailto:jross@ane-cob.org
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