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Good Olõ Days? ñ Pete Kontra, District Executive 

Do you ever think about the ògood old 

daysó?  Is there such a thing? 

Ecclesiastes 7:10 says... òDo not say, 
ôWhy were the former days better than 
these?õ  For it is not from wisdom that 

you ask this.ó 

Ah, the wonderful magic of nostalgia.  
I know I am not that old (okay,  
depending on who you ask)ñonly 48!  
But I certainly get caught up in thinking 
about events or days gone by and 
imagine how great they were.  And 
there were some great things about 
them, thatõs why we remember former 

days fondly. 

But my Dad said it well recently.  We 
were walking through a museum,  
looking at all the old farming equip-
ment and household tools.  He looked 
at me and said, òYou know, so many 
times people say those were the ôgood 
old days.  Everything was simpler and 
all that.õó  He said, òYes, in some ways 
things were simpler, and there were 
good things for sure.  But they were 
not all good.  We worked hard.  It 
wasnõt so Normal Rockwell as we like 

to make it.ó 

How limited our vision can be.  So 
much that we look backward instead 

of forward. 

One of my favorite stories of Godõs 
people is of their journey of freedom 
from slavery in Egypt to the Promised 
Land.  Things got challenging, and so 
they started looking backward,  
desiring to be slaves again instead of 
seeing the true freedom they had.  
Clearly, we as humans do not always 

do well with tran-
sition, even when 
we know it is to a 
better place.  We 
want to go back 
to what we knew, 
even though it en-
slaved us.  We 
may doubt Godõs 

ability to lead us.  

What does that say for our younger, 
upcoming generations?  No current time 
is ever perfect.  And so itõs looking  
expectantly at what God is up to now 

and where we are going.   

As this newsletter goes out, many of us 
will be on our way to Annual Conference 
in Cincinnati, OH.  Itõs been 22 years 
since we last gathered there.  Now, 
thatõs probably not long enough to look 
back and call those the ògood olõ days.ó  
But I wonder what we would see if we 
took a close look at who we were then?  
Any different?  I think itõs fair to say that 
we are still in some of the same conver-
sations now that we were engaged in 
then.  And yet, we know there has been 
a whole lot that has happened in our 
lives and in the Church since that time, 
some good, some not-so-good.  
Consequently, in some respects we are 

not the same. 

So back to Cincinnati we go.  My prayer 
is, and I hope yours as well, that we go 
expectantly:  Look with eyes to see, and 
listen with ears to hear.  In the midst of 

all that we are today, remember, we  
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ONLINE  

REGISTRATION IS 

NOW OPEN FOR  

DELEGATES AND 

NON DELEGATES 

 

For more information 
and details regarding 

District Conference, visit 
our website,  

www.ane-cob.org 

Discounted delegate 
registration ends July 1, 

and all registration  
closes September 15. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, for many of us Fall seems so far away.  Summer is just 
arriving!  We have been planning District Conference almost since last 

yearõs was over and, for us, it seems like it's right around the corner.   

We are excited!  Now, of course, we are going to have an informative 
day of witness about the good things going on in our District on Saturday 
and we're going to have some gracious discussion about some things 
too.  What we are most excited about is this great body of believers  
worshiping together on Friday evening.  Mark your calendars for October 
5 at 7:00.  Bring the kids and enjoy the one thing we all have in common; our desire to worship the King of 

Glory as one!   

Don't forget to think about good things till then!   

Love, Misty Wintsch; 2018 District Conference Moderator 

District Conference:  October 5 &6, 2018 
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Placement News 

Akron:  Search Committee formed. 
Conewago: Sandy Christophel serves as Interim. 
Florin: Called Tom Weber effective August; Mary 
Etta Reinhart serves as Interim. 
Geiger Memorial: Open. 
Hanoverdale: Called Kevin Richardson as Interim,  
Search Committee formed.  
Lancaster: Robert Kettering serves as Interim 
Associate Pastor. 
Long Run: Joel Hershey & Bob Spencer serve as 
Interim Team 
Mechanic Grove: Called Jeff Keller as Youth & 
Young Adult Director starting 8/6. 
Mount Wilson: Jim & Sue Eikenberry resigned. 
Swatara Hill: Called Bill Wink starting 7/9 
Wyomissing:  Pastor Tim Speicher retires 9/18; 

reviewing next steps. 

Licensings, Ordinations, and Installations 

Lynne Allebachõs 
(Hatfield) licensing  
service was on April  
29.  Kay Weaver, ANE 
Director of Stewardship 

performed the service. 

Jamie Naceõs 
(Lancaster) licensing 
service was on May 
20.  Karen Hackett, 
member of the ANE 
Ministry Commission,  
performed the  

service. 

Doug Hintonõs  
(Hempfield) ordination 
and installation service 
was on June 10.  Pete 
Kontra, District Executive 

performed the service. 

Dale Zimmerman, minister at the 
Mohrsville Church of the Brethren, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 2, 2018.  He 
served as an ordained minister for 70 
years in the Church of the Brethren, and 
was one of the ministers of the Mohrsville 

Congregation since 1976.   

Rev. James V. D'Amico passed on 
Friday, May 4, 2018.  He served 
churches for nearly 60 years in At-
lantic Northeast District, Southern Pa 

District and Western Pa District.   

In Memoriam 

New Members: ANE District 
East Fairview ñ Letter:  Angie Jurisson, Enno 
Jurisson; Reaffirmation:  Lorie Rohrer, Bill 
Rohrer. 
Ephrata ñ Letter:  Jeff Brubaker, Anne Brubaker, 
Maggie Cardin, Jim Kidwell, Jenn Dorsch-Messler, 
Alex Myers. 
Mohrsville ñ Baptism:  Louis Boyer, Clarence 
Edmundson, Patty Lutz, Bob Marko and Tracy 
Marko; Reaffirmation:   Florence Sienkiewicz and 

Linda Wesner.  


