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Greetings Brothers 

and Sisters in Christ! 

In Acts 2:42, as the 
early Church began, 
weõre given an  
example for us to  
follow, that the first 
believers òdevoted 
themselves to the 
apostlesõ teaching and to the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayer.ó   

On October 5 and 6 we will be  
gathering together for District  
Conference, where we will worship  
together, hear the Word of God,  
fellowship, eat, and pray together.  On 
Saturday, we will hear many great 
things that God is doing through us as a 
District which all of you are a 
part of.  And yes, we will also 
discuss some  
difficult issues that we now 
face.  One opportunity we 
have to prepare for  
Conference is our Sectional 
Meetings scheduled in  
September (dates and  
locations are in this newsletter 
and our website www.ane-
cob.org), where all of you 
are invited to come and have  
conversation about the business items on 

the agenda.  Please be sure you do. 

Another way for us to prepare is to 

PRAY.   

I ask you to please devote yourself to 
prayer as we prepare for District  
Conference.  I hope you do everyday 
throughout your lives and walk with 
Christ, and so I especially lift up this 

time for us as the Body of Christ. 
There is something powerful about 
praying together as the Body of 
Christ.  We open our hearts to God, 
and His Spirit breathes into us His 
Power, Vision, and Call upon our 
lives.  God speaks, moves, leads, 

comforts, heals, encourages. 

Acts 4:23-24, 31 says, òOn their  
release, Peter and John went back to 
their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and the elders had 
said to them. When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in 
prayer to GodéAfter they prayed, 
the place where they were meeting 
was shaken. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 

word of God boldly.ó                                                                                                         

They prayed to God, naming and 
claiming His awesome power on  
display from the beginning of time.  
They prayed for boldness.  They 
prayed for great power through 
healing, signs, wonders.  And the 
place where they were meeting was 
shaken.  We are not to be timid or 
live in fear.  We are to expect 
great things from God.  I invite us 
now to pray together for Godõs 

power to come upon us. 

All of you have the prayer 
calendar for your congrega-

tion which you can follow.   

(continued on page 5) 

http://www.ane-cob.org
http://www.ane-cob.org
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District Conference 2018  
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things ~ Philippians 4:8 
 

I invite you and every member of your congregation to consider coming to District Conference for worship and 
fellowship on Friday evening or on Saturday. We will be hearing stories throughout the weekend about good 
things going on in our churches and neighborhoods and you are welcome to share your churchõs 
òpraiseworthyó story too! There is no cost to worship with the larger body on Friday evening. There is a  
minimal cost to attend on Saturday and to break bread with us during the lunch hour. Childcare is available 
and several workshops are available for you to enjoy as well. All of the details are contained in our District 

Conference book available on our website: www.ane-cob.org  

May God bless us all with His call to you and yours to be a part of our Conference in worship on Friday, in 
presence on Saturday or both. We can only be as complete a body as He wills with as many who answer His 
call to join us! 

Yours in Jesusõ Love, 

 

 

 

 

2018 District Conference Moderator 

Friday, October 5, 2018  
 

ÁNE District Choir  

Śpeaker ï Misty Wintsch, Moderator  

5́0 Year Ministers Recognized:  
Galen Brumbaugh (Hempfield) &  
Benjamin Simmons (Palmyra)  

Áppreciation of newly credentialed, placed 
and 2018 interim Ministers 
ÁCTS Graduates Acknowledged  

Ćhildrenôs Activities  

Ŕefreshments Following Worship  

F́ellowship Expo with Related Agencies 
F́ree and All are Welcome to Attend!  

 

Saturday, October 6, 2018  
 

Ćontinental Breakfast  

B́ible Study  

Śervice Project ï COBYS Collection  

F́ree Childcare Offered  

Ǵroup Prayer  

Ḿulti-Cultural Celebrations  

T́ime to Share Whatôs Good  

Ĺunch & Learn Insight Sessions  

B́uffet Lunch Option  

Énjoyable Presentations and Reports 

Ímportant Business Matters  

Ŕegistration Required  

HIGHLIGHTS 

Online Registration Closes September 15.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

For more information, please visit: http://www.ane -cob.org/   

http://www.ane-cob.org
http://www.ane-cob.org/
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Families of All Ages Are Encouraged to Attend!  

Free Childcare Offered    

We are pleased to offer childcare for this yearõs District 
Conference. Children ages 0-12 will be cared for during 
conference hours on Saturday, October 6. The Elizabeth-
town Community Nursery School, located inside the  
Elizabethtown CoB, is pleased to offer quality care  

provided by certified educators.  

There is a $20 registration fee per child, with a $50  
maximum per family. This money will be refunded when 
you pick your children up after District Conference.   
If registered children do not attend, the money will be  

donated to COBYS Family Services.  

Registration closes September 15!   Please sign up at www.ane-cob.org 

2018 ANE District Confer-

ence Service Project and 

Offering  

 

KIDS CLOSETñIf you have kids, you know they need a lot 
of things! At COBYS each foster child coming into care  
receives a backpack filled with toys, games, personal care 
items, a Bible and more. School supplies are on sale now. 

This is a great time to stock up for District Conference!  

For a full list of items needed, please visit:  

https://cobys.org/support-us/needs-list/ 

 
Please consider bringing donations to District                    
Conference! Items will be collected in the lobby all      
weekend. If you would like to donate a monetary gift, 
please feel free to place a check in the offering                          

during the Worship Service.  

What good things is God doing in your                           
congregationõs ministries? - A Time to Share  

Unique to this yearõs District Conference, there is time in the agenda for 
interested congregations to share all of the good things that God is doing 
within your church. There are certainly many true, honorable, just, pure, 
pleasing, commendable, excellent and praiseworthy things happening in 
our families, churches and communities. Please come prepared to share 
with conference about the wonderful things that God is doing within your 
congregation. Please prepare your minds & hearts as we focus on this 

yearõs theme and share what is good.   

http://www.ane-cob.org
https://cobys.org/support-us/needs-list/
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Placement News 

Akron: Search Committee formed. Dennis Garrison 
serves as Interim. 
Conewago: Sandy Christophel serves as Interim. 
Geiger Memorial: Open. 
Hanoverdale: Called Kevin Richardson as Interim, 
Search Committee formed. 
Hempfield: Searching for full-time Youth Pastor. 
Lancaster: Robert Kettering serves as Interim 
Executive Pastor. 
Long Run: Joel Hershey & Bob Spencer serve as 
Interim Team 
Mount Wilson: Jim & Sue Eikenberry resigned. 
Wyomissing: Pastor Tim Speicher retires 9/18; 

Search Committee formed. 

Licensings, Ordinations, and Installations 

Joseph Gendyõs 
(Source of Grace)  

ordination service was 
on June 24.  Pete  

Kontra, District Executive 

officiated the service. 

Ryan Cliftõs  (Mount 
Wilson) licensing 
service was on July 
22.  Kay Weaver, 
ANE Director of 
Stewardship,   
officiated the  

service. 

Tom Weberõs  (Florin) 
installation service was 

on August 5.  Pete  
Kontra, District Executive 

officiated the service. 

 

 

Photo credit: Sandy Weber 

September 4, 2018 ð 3:00-4:30pm or 6:30-8:00pm ð Hempfield CoB Sanctuary 

September 11, 2018 ð 3:00-4:30pm or 6:30-8:00pm ð Spring Creek CoB Chapel 

September 17, 2018 ð 3:00-4:30pm or 6:30-8:00pm ð Indian Creek CoB Fellowship Hall 

The Agenda for each meeting is as follows:  Opening Prayer, Presentation about Policy on Same Gender Mar-
riage, Time for questions and answers, Presentation about Procedural Outline for Congregational Withdrawal, 

Time for questions and answers, Closing Prayer/Hymn. 

OPEN FOR ALL TO ATTEND; NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

District Conference Sectional Meetings 
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District Prayer Calendar Requests: 

September 2:  District Conference Delegates 

September 9:  District Youth, Young Adults & Advisors 

September 16:  Disaster Relief Auction 

September 23:  Call to Ministry: Pray for those  
discerning the call, as well as, for those who are  

seeking to be ordained. 

September 30:  District Conference  

October 7:  ANE Ministers 

October 14:  ANE Educational Institutions:   
Elizabethtown College, Juniata College, Bethany  

Seminary, Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center 

October 21:  ANE 55 Plus Community 

October 28:  Pastoral Placement 

The following positions are open within the ANE District: 

Lititz CoB:  Seeking to hire a part-time Director of Youth Ministries 
(30hrs/week) as well as a Director of Young Adult Ministries (10 
hours/week). For more information or to express interest in either position, 

please contact the church office at 717-626-2131 or admin@lititzcob.org.  

Harrisburg First CoB:  Seeking PT Administrative Assistant (20 hrs/wk)  
Contact Harrisburg First at admassistant219@gmail.com  or 

717.234.0415. 

New Members: ANE District 
 
Indian Creek ñ Baptism:  Lila Bechtel 
Middle Creek ñ Letter:  Ashley Good, William 
Kilhefner. 
Mohrsville ñ Baptism:  Alan Romono;  
Reaffirmation:  Lillian Romono 
Mount Wilson ñ Reaffirmation:   Natasha 
McKinney; Baptism:  Nicolas Pfister 
Myerstown ñ Letter: Matthew Sanchez, Karen 
Sanchez; Reaffirmation:  Diana Majors 
Wyomissingñ Reaffirmation:   Shirley Bender, 
Ernie Farrier, Virginia Fichthorn, Bryan Haas, David 

Martin, Morgan Weaver.  

(continued from page 1) 

If you havenõt seen it, you can find it on the District 
website.  Lift each other up as Brothers and Sisters 

in Christ.   

The potential we have to do great things in Jesusõ 
name is immeasurable.  And may we not forget all 

the great things God is doing right now! 

òI pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, may have power, together with all the Lordõs 
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love 
that surpasses knowledgeñthat you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God.ó ðEphesians 
3:17-19 
Blessings!      

~Pete Kontra 
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On Sunday, June 24, approximately 
40 people gathered after our 
morning worship service for a short 
service of dedication around our 

newly installed Peace Pole.   

Peace Poles are a popular form of 
witnessing for peace among many 
churches, governments and civic 
organizations, even having a 
prominent role along walkways 
in a recent Olympic setting.  In 
each location, the Peace Pole 
stands in silent prayer for 
peace on earth.  Each Peace 
Pole bears the message, May 
Peace Prevail on Earth, in dif-
ferent languages on each of its 

four or six sides. 

The Peace Pole Project was 
started in Japan by Masahisa 
Goi (1916 ð 1980), who dedi-
cated his life to spreading the 
message, òMay Peace Prevail 
on Earthó.  Mr. Goi was greatly 
affected by the destruction 
caused by World War II and 
the atomic bombs which fell on 
the city of Hiroshima and  
Nagasaki.  His desire to assist in 
the creation of world peace was 
answered when in 1955, the Peace 
Message, May Peace Prevail On 
Earth, came to him in a moment of 

great inspiration and deep prayer. 

After Mr. Goi authored the  
Universal Peace Message in 1955, 
a great number of people gathered 
in support of his vision and activities 
to spread the Peace Message were 
promoted throughout Japan.  Soon 
after, Peace Poles inscribed with the 
Peace Message began to appear in 
various locations across Japan initi-

ating the start of The Peace Pole 

Project. 

The Peace Pole Project was first  
introduced to the United States with 
the opening of The World Peace 
Prayer Society offices in San Francis-
co and New York in 1986, The  

International Year of Peace.  Since 
the beginning of The Peace Pole 
Project, more than 200,000 Peace 
Poles have been planted in more 

than 200 countries around the world. 

Here at Indian Creek, there are  
several stories within the story of our 
òplantingó a Peace Pole on our own 
property.  The suggestion came from 
a young adult in our congregation, 
Dan Bedell.  Dan is a recent gradu-
ate from Penn State University with 
a degree in Landscaping.  Last fall 

he had been asked to oversee the 
landscaping design of an area 
near our main entrance where 
overgrown yew shrubs had been 

removed.   

Once the idea was embraced by 
church leadership, the entire  

congregation was invited to 
participate in discerning 
which four languages would 
be on the pole.  We chose 
English (for obvious  
reasons), German 
(acknowledging our  
heritage), Spanish (the sec-
ond most common language 
in the U.S. and the  
language of our Hispanic 
Brethren churches in the 
U.S., the Dominican  
Republic, Puerto Rico, and 
elsewhere), and Hausa (the 
language of our sisters and 
brothers in Nigeria, where 
the Brethren presence  
outnumbers membership in 
the U.S. and with whom our 
congregation has a strong 
historic connection).  Don 
Moyer Chair of our  

Stewardõs Team, along with Gene 
Wampler, oversaw the ordering 

and installation of the pole. 

The placement of the Peace Pole 
is not simply the completion of a 
project, but rather a new  
beginning in our ongoing effort to 
live and witness for peace.  In  
reality, it was not a 
physical object we 
dedicated, but  

ourselves. 

MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH 

by Pastor Mark Baliles, Pastor, Indian Creek CoB; Photo by Donna Parcell 


