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••• 
CHANGE and GROWTH 

And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst 
the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new wine must 

be poured into new wineskins.  (Luke 5:37-38) 

Within the last 2 years many have said, “I can’t wait to get back to normal.”  

Now we are once again gathering in person. But it is different.  

CHANGE - There are more empty pews in the church because people love  
worshiping and connecting online.  Contributions may be down. Some ANE  

congregations chose to leave the denomination.   

Changes can be frustrating to the extent that we get very discouraged. WAKE 
UP CHURCH! For too long we were content with status quo and now we are  

being forced to think creatively and move forward.  

In Stepping Stones of the Steward, Ron Vallet suggests our faith is to be  
dynamic because the journey of a Christian Steward never reaches an end 

and the church as steward is called to be on the move.” 

As Director of Stewardship it is exciting to experience ANE District Board  

members choosing to commit to a Way Forward.  ANE is moving forward by: 

•Providing online, district-wide Bible studies 

•Hiring a Church Video Streaming Specialist to provide resources and  

assist congregations with AV equipment needs 

•Connecting our Hispanic and Urban ministries through the Urban Ministry 

Initiative 

•Providing support through our Facilities Assistance Fund for all our ANE 

congregations  

•Providing support through Seeds of Faith for Leadership Development, 

new ministries, church planting and rebirth 

•Providing funding for Urban congregations through the Barnabas Fund  

•And many more  

Growth – None of these ministries can continue without commitment and financial support 
from every ANE congregation. Thanks to all congregations who have committed to giving 
to ANE’s Ministry Investment Plan and thanks to the congregations who, in addition to  
giving to the MIP, have also contributed to the Barnabas Fund. To those that have not  
contributed please consider that just $1 per month per attendee can make a significant 

difference. As Christ’s stewards, let us work together in growing ANE ministries. 

LET’S START POURING NEW WINE INTO NEW WINESKINS! 
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transparency, District Executive, Pete Kontra and 
General Secretary, David Steele, along with other 
District leadership have made themselves  
available to receive your questions about ministry, 
mission, agendas, focus, etc. As together we seek 
to implement “The Way Forward,” it is important 
that transparency and trust be a key aspect of 
that endeavor. Here is the invitation: Engage your 
mind and bring your thoughtful, and even your 
troubling questions to conference. Or you may 
submit your questions early. There will be means 
provided through the website, email or even mail. 
Engage your trust and receive our leader’s  

genuine responses. 

In upcoming articles you will have occasion to read 
about the other opportunities to come prepared 
and engage. The Friday night worship at the 
Ephrata Church of the Brethren with David Steele 
as our guest speaker, the time designated for  
reports, the action items, the lunch-time insight  
sessions are opportunities to engage your heart 
and mind. In the meantime, to learn more and to 
help you prepare, visit the Atlantic Northeast  
District Conference Web-
site.  Please continue to 
pray for the conference 
that God might use our 
gathered time of working 
together to build up in 
love the body of the At-
lantic Northeast District 

(Eph.4:15-16).   

When was the last time 
you were so completely 
engaged and absorbed 
in a meeting that all of a 
sudden you looked at 
your watch and said, "I 
can't believe it…two 
hours couldn't have 
passed that quickly!"  
Yes, you probably would 
respond, very rarely. 

However, District Conference is intended to 
be one of those kind of gatherings. Each  
aspect of the Conference is intended to  
engage you. But it also means that each  
delegate and participant needs to be willing 
to expend some mental and emotional  
energy to both prepare beforehand and to 

actively engage during the conference.  

It is summer, and probably for many, there is 
little thought about District Conference. It is 
months away. It is our hope though, through 
the District Newsletter Articles and the  
twice-a-month Delegate Newsletter that is 
prepared and emailed to delegates, to both 
build anticipation and to encourage  
preparation beforehand. (If you are a  
delegate and aren’t on the email list, please 

email the District Office.)  

Here are a couple of things to anticipate. 
Conference activities begins with an online 
Bible Study, Thursday, October 6, 7:00pm-
8:00pm. The study will be led by Lexi  
Aligarbes, Harrisburg First Church of the 
Brethren.  The focus of the study will be from 
Ephesians 4 and built around the  
Conference Theme. Here is the invitation: 
Join with others throughout the District 
around the Word. Engage your heart and 
mind as together we pursue the call of  
discipleship to live in deep community with 

one another.    

This year after lunch, at the beginning of the 
Business Session, there will be a designated 
period to raise questions. In contrast to what 
may be too common in culture, the lack of 
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John Hostetter 
Moderator 

Engage in District Conference  

REGISTRATION OPENS 

JULY 1! 

 

WWW.ANE-COB.COM/

DISTRICTCONFERENCE 
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Licensings, Ordinations, and Installations 

 

Josh Tindall’s (Elizabethtown) ordination service was 

on May 29 and performed by Pete Kontra. 

Arlyn Morales’ (Iglesia Berith, Oasis de  

Esperanza) ordination service was on May 29 and  

performed by Pete Kontra. 

Jason Good’s (Swatara Hill) ordination service was on 

June 26 and performed by Pete Kontra.  

Paul H. Boll passed away on Friday, April 29, 
2022.  He finished his secondary education at 
Messiah Academy and earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in business management from  
Bridgewater College.  He also attended Bethany 
Theological Seminary in preparation for pastoral 
ministry.  Paul served the Shippensburg Church of 
the Brethren and Quakertown COB, both in  
Pennsylvania, in addition to Brethren  
congregations in West Virginia, Virginia, and 
Maryland.  He was employed as assistant  
administrator by Peter Becker Community in  
Harleysville prior to accepting the position of  
administrator at Lebanon Valley Brethren Home in 
Palmyra (now Londonderry Village) in 1979.  In 
2011 he was recognized by the Church of the 

Brethren for 50 years of ordination.   

Philip E. Norris, died  
peacefully on Mon-
day, May 2, 2022 at 
Brethren Village. Born 
in Sweden, he was the 
son of the late Rever-
end Glen E. and Lois 
Detweiler Norris who 
were serving as  
missionaries for the 
Church of the  
Brethren. Phil attend-
ed Juniata College, 
where he majored in Bible and Philosophy, followed 
by Bethany Theological Seminary in Chicago. After 
serving two years as Assistant Pastor in Hagerstown, 
MD, he became pastor of the University Park Church 
of the Brethren, just outside Washington, DC and the 

Donna Steiner of Brethren  
Village, passed away on  
Sunday, May 8, 2022, at her 
residence. Donna graduated with 
a Bachelor in Music Education 
from Drake University in 1959 
and a Master of Religious  
Education from Bethany  
Theological Seminary in 1974. 
She was ordained to ministry in 
1974. Prior to her seminary  

education, she volunteered two years with Brethren 
Volunteer Service in Nigeria, West Africa. Donna be-
gan her 50 plus years of ministry in Palmyra, serving 
pastorates in Illinois, Maryland (including co-pastoring 
with Paul) and Pennsylvania, including several short-
term interims and as Associate Executive for Atlantic 
Northeast District (1997-2002). From 2008-2012 she 
worked with Elizabethtown College as Director of 

Church Relations. 

In addition to pastoral ministry, Donna served on local, 
district and denominational boards and committees as 
well as providing leadership for congregations,  
educational workshops and women's retreats. She was 
a talented musician and played piano and organ. She 
was a devoted member of the Elizabethtown Church of 

the Brethren. 

In Memoriam 

Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren, Denver, CO. 
Wherever Phil served, he was deeply involved with 
ecumenical organizations as well as denominational en-
deavors, both district and national, including being a 
Trustee of Bethany Theological Seminary. He was a 

member of the Lititz Church of the Brethren.  
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Outreach Update  

Emma, a 7-year-old girl with a mercy heart, called Pastor Brian  
Messler at 7am one Saturday morning to share her heart for  
making hygiene kits for those that are homeless in downtown 
Ephrata. From there, our Missions Coordinator met with Emma and 
2 other girls, Elizabeth and Summer who also attend ECOB, to get 
an idea of what these hygiene kits should include. They had  
excellent ideas including making feminine hygiene bags as well! 
This was a fantastic idea as these products can be costly and many 
homeless or low-income families struggle to purchase these items 
regularly. The girls unanimously agreed that the name of all these 

kits would be “Care Kits”.  

 

The group decided to put a bar of soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, a 
washcloth, comb, 10 band aids, and deodorant in the bags. We 
added lotion and Neosporin to the bags as well. They planned to 
make Men’s, Women’s, and Children’s hygiene kits and have them 
available to those that would come to City Gate- Ephrata when our 

church would be serving lunch to those in the community.  

Signup sheets were created, and our congregation happily signed 
up and donated everything that was needed for this project. The 
goal was 50 men’s bags, 50 women’s bags and 20 kid’s bags.  50 
feminine hygiene bags were also made by the missions coordinator 

and put into opaque bags for discretion.  

All the donated items were then separated and set out on tables in the room where the kids meet for church. 
Those that attend kids church, kindergarten through 4th grade, assembled the bags with the assistance of 

some adults and a few from our youth group.  

 
The kits were taken downtown on February 27th and were  
available for anyone to take that needed them. Those that came 
through the line were delighted and grateful for these bags. Some 
also took a bag for a neighbor who they felt could use one. Emma, 
Elizabeth and 2 other girls in our ECOB students group helped to 

serve downtown that day.  

ECOB will be providing lunches in downtown Ephrata on 4 other dates 

in 2022 and will be taking these “Care Kits” along to share.  

It is encouraging to see these kids being outward focused and leading 
the congregation with this missions project. ECOB’s kids are being  
Jesus in the neighborhood and we pray that they will continue to be 
and bring others along side of them. People often say that our kids 
are the church of the future but our children are actually the church of 

today. 

 

 ~Stacey Coldiron, Missions Coordinator at Ephrata COB  
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Brooklyn First: Beginning search process. Kay  
     Weaver serves as Interim. 
Coventry: Searching for an Associate Pastor. 
Elizabethtown: Naomi Kraenbring serves as Interim. 
Green Tree: Interviewing. Kim Ream serves as Interim. 
Lititz: Discerning Interim Pastor options. 
Mechanic Grove: Negotiating. Bob Kettering serves 
      as Interim. 
Mohler: Search Committee formed.  Carl Brubaker  
      retiring 9/30/22 
Myerstown: Interviewing. Dennis Garrison serves as 
      Interim. 
Paxton:  Janet Myers resigning September 2, 2022 
Pottstown: Searching. Dawn Lare serves as Interim. 
Skippack:  Larry O’Neal is resigning summer of 2022 
Wilmington: Search Committee formed. 

Placement News Children’s Disaster 
Service Training 
Workshop at Lititz 

Church of the Brethren 

Lititz Church of the Brethren hosted a Children’s  
Disaster Services Volunteer Workshop on May 13 
and 14, 2022. Thirteen persons from Central PA, 
Maryland and New Jersey participated in the  

training. Trainers were from Virginia and Michigan.  

Thirty volunteers from the church helped with  
promoting the event, setting up the training room and 
AV equipment, providing food and serving meals and 
registering the Child Care Giver candidates. The 
Central PA Chapter of the American Red Cross  
provided cots so participants could experience a 
shelter-like situation. The candidates completed the 
training and are now in the decision-making process 

of becoming certified Disaster Child Care Givers. 

~Jeannine Boyer of Lititz COB  

ANE DISTRICT OLDER ADULTS SPRING LUNCHEON 
 
The ANE District Older Adults (formerly known as the 55+ Older Adults) gathered at Yoder’s Restaurant in New 
Holland, PA on May 11, 2022 for the Annual Spring Luncheon.  There were 56 in attendance.  It was good to 
be together as a group after the past two years of being unable to gather because of COVID-19.  The food 
was delicious! 
 
We were entertained by Mr. Terry Gehman, a very talented keyboardist who is local to our area.  We  
enjoyed selections of gospel, country, hymns, and folk music. 
 
Mr. Sam Frankhouser, Chairperson of the District Older Adults Committee, welcomed everyone to the luncheon 
and thanked them for attending.  He shared that he hopes we see more in attendance in 2023. 
 
Members of the ANE District Older Adults Committee are: Sam Frankhouser, Chairperson; Pat Bub, Mary 
Eller, Judy Menszak, Mary Etta Reinhart and Karen Hackett.  If you are interested in serving on the  

Committee, please  
contact Karen Hackett at 
knk821@comcast.net. 
 

We will be planning 
an event for the Fall.  
More details to come!
   

mailto:knk821@comcast.net
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DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR 
 
 
July 3:  All preparing for Annual Conference 
July 10: Pacific Southwest District, and Russ Matteson DE 
July 17:  National Youth Conference 
July 24: Southern PA District, and Bill Waugh, DE 
July 31: Brethren Disaster Rebuild in Waverly TN 
August 7: Western PA District and the Interim Leadership Team 
August 14: Women’s Camp at Camp Swatara 
August 21:   Shenandoah District, and John Jantzi, DE 
August 28:   District Conference preparations  
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Inhabit Conference Reflections 2022 
The COB Discipleship Ministries and Office of Ministry 
sponsored this event held in April at the Seattle Pacific 
School of Theology and Psychology in Seattle WA.   
Several Districts, pastors and church leaders attended.  
Twenty-two COB attendees (5 from ANE) joined  
approximately 300 people representing various Christian 
Communities from the US and Canada.  All were  
captivated by energetic worship experiences, and  

informative breakout sessions. 

Breakout session Led by Rev. Dr.Alexia Salvatierra 

Fuller Theological Seminary  

Youth Update: 

9 Square in the Air Tournament 

Youth Ministries in the district were invited to a NEW youth 
event held Sunday, May 22. The group joined together to 
play “9- Square-in-the-air.” The event was a first attempt 
at tournament play of the game. Teams registered from 6 
different congregations and 42 attended the day at the 

Lititz COB.  

The game, “9-Square-in-the-air,” has been around for at 
least 12 years and began in youth ministry (or so the story 
goes from the company who produces the equipment). The 
game has been played at both National Youth Conference 
and during Jr High Conferences in Elizabethtown. 9-Square 
is a combination of volleyball and 4 square. Most of the 
participants had never played the game before but  

successfully learned in the first 30 minutes of the event.  

The “court” uses a PVC pole structure creating 9 raised squares for  
players to stand inside. Two courts were used, one for practice and the 
other for competing for the highest score. Along with the score on the 
court, teams had the opportunity to add to their score by correctly  
answering Bible trivia questions during each round of games. Team 
scores were accumulated in three rounds of play. Three teams of three 
players competed in each round of matches. Pizza and snacks were  

provided by the district.  

A team from Mt. Wilson won for the highest score in play and a team 
from the Lititz COB won for the highest score with trivia points added. 
Thanks to Youth Leaders, Linda Byers (Lancaster COB) and Ken Trovinger 
(Lititz COB) for coordinating and organizing the event. Anyone interested 
in hosting a similar event or to learn more about a 9-Square-in-the-air 

Tournament can contact Linda Byers. (Lancob.youth@comcast.net) 



Church2Church:  Reaching out to share with a church in need 

When Un Nuevo Renacer, a Spanish speaking church in the ANE District, 
faced a significant challenge in recent months, Pastor Carolina 
Izquierdo reached out to the ANE District to share their dilemma and 

found a solution for their need.  

Un Nuevo Renacer has a significant number of young people who are a 
part of their fellowship.  Thirteen of those youth and 3 advisors were 
hoping to attend National Youth Conference which will take place this 
summer July 23 -28 in Fort Collins Colorado.  But covering the  
expenses of travelling to and attending this event was a problem for 
this group.   This is a young church with young families who have limited 
financial resources.  The youth successfully worked together to raise some money with a very successful bake 
sale at Mountville church and were able to raise $600.00.  But the expenses for 16 people to travel to Fort 

Collins, CO were much greater than the money they were able to raise.   

The good news is that other congregations in the ANE district were willing and able to provide the necessary 
financial resources needed to allow all the 16 participants to register and to purchase airfare for National 
Youth Conference. Mountville Church of the Brethren, who are generously sharing their building with Un Nuevo 
Renacer, provided some financial support as well as love and care for this youth group. In addition, both  

Lancaster Church of the Brethren as well as Lititz 
Church of the Brethren agreed to help financially! 
Thanks to the team efforts of these other ANE con-
gregations, all the youth and adults who were hop-
ing to attend NYC have now been able to register 

and purchase airfare to attend in July.  

Women’s Fellowship 

Women's Camp 2022  
 

The Women’s Cabinet and Fellowship has been busy 
planning Women’s Camp which will be held this year 
on Friday, August 19 through Saturday, August 20, 
2022  at Camp Swatara.   
 
We are excited to share that at this time we are  
planning on an overnight event.  Our speaker this year 
is Jeanne Davies, the Executive Director of the  
Anabaptist Disabilities Network.  The theme is “An  
Invitation to the Table”.   
 
Registration will begin Friday afternoon at 4 p.m. On 
Friday evening there will be a Hymn Sing, a message 
from our Speaker and a Campfire.  Saturday there 
will be two messages from our Speaker, crafts,  
swimming, a Bible Study, Hiking, and other activities. 
More information and Registration Dates will be  
coming soon.  Women’s Camp is always a wonderful 
time of fellowship, worship and fun!  We hope to see 
you there!   
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Interested persons may contact: 

Atlantic Northeast District Office                                 

(717-367-4730), 

or the ANE District Director of Witness and 

Outreach (mreinhart@ane-cob.org) 

Church 2 Church is a “community building” 
ministry outreach opportunity that allows 

churches with needs to partner with churches 
who are interested in a service project. 



The Church: Alive to Thrive 

Ephrata Church of the Brethren was the gracious host for a gathering of ethnically and 

culturally diverse churches who gathered on Saturday May 14 for a day of worship and 

fellowship.   

Testimonies were shared by 

representatives of several ANE churches who 

shared how God is moving in their church  

families.  Carolina Izquierdo reminded those in 

attendance of the importance of waiting on God. 

Eric Ramirez shared the importance of using  

technology to reach out to the world outside their 

church to offer opportunities to worship.  

Sam West from Brooklyn First described how their 

church is moving forward in the midst of formidable 

challenges. Franklin Iyasere told his story that God 

is still calling out pastors and leaders to serve our 

church families. Ever Sandoval from Alpha and 

Omega encouraged all in attendance to go outside 

their church walls and pray for revival.  

Music for this event was offered by an ANE District  

praise team organized by Janet Myers, pastor at  

Paxton Church of the Brethren.  Harrisburg First and Brooklyn First also 

shared praise music via video recordings from their praise teams.  Ken  

Beauchamp Droz from Nuevo Amanecer shared his gift of vocal music while  

the liturgical dance group from Nuevo Amanecer offered the gift of dance  

for this time of worship. 

Lexi Aligarbes, co-pastor at Harrisburg First, closed the day’s activities with a message reminding all in  

attendance that our God is a creative God.   The Word of God begins in Genesis with God creating the 

heavens and the earth and in Revelation when God tells us he will create a new heaven and earth.  

This entire day was a marvelous celebration of our creative and all-powerful God who is at work in so 

many ways in all our churches in the ANE District and around the world.  

 

Editor’s Note:  Please join Lexi Aligarbes on October 6 as she leads a District wide Bible study the Thursday  

prior to District Conference.  All are welcome.  Details and links to the online study are available on our website. 
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Brethren Disaster Ministries Trip-  

Coventry Church of the Brethren:   

May 28-June 5 

With great enthusiasm and energy, a group of 15  

volunteers gathered in a circle to be protected in prayer 

by Pastor Mark Muthler.  We piled into 2 vans, with snack 

provisions for the trip. Our group age ranged between 14 

and 76 with a strong contingent of youth. Thus, we embarked on a two day 

trip to our destination on the other side of Nashville, Tennessee staying  

overnight in the awe inspiring and magnificent mountainous creation of God: 

Salem - Virginia.  Here we were well nourished and sheltered by the loving 

generosity of 2 host families (and the same on our return trip).   

What a blessing to be greeted in Waverly at the Presbyterian Church by 

our friend, sister in Christ, and member of our own church – Lynn Evans.  With 

temperatures of each person measured and whistles wet, we settled into the 

softest beds ever imaginable on a sleep away trip. Monday morning started 

us out in 3 vehicles to 3 different work-sites.  On a street with the same name as our home-owner, one group 

was blessed by our efforts of spackling, painting, and floor laying.  This home provided the group with a lux-

ury “porta potty” (AC, music, lights indicating occupation, and a 1500 Gallon water tank, the likes that was 

the envy of others). But better still, we had the privilege of sitting under a tree next to 

the brook (that backed up and caused damage to the bridge access to the homes and 

this home).  Most amazing for this group, was the opportunity to fellowship and pray 

with the owner of the home during our lunch-time.   

Our second home provided opportunities to paint the cinder block walls, lay flooring, 

and add doors.  No running water in this home, and the group had to travel to a nearby 

finished home to use the facilities.  This group met the owner and did some evening work, 

as well as adding additional help to allow the owner to move in sooner.  Our third home 

required much spackling and painting as well as adding a door.  We 

were well fed (snacks, meals and buffet-style lunch assembling).   

We explored the area, celebrating a members’ birthday at Sonic.  

Many were thrilled when the Milkshakery across from the church 

opened midweek to allow sweet delights to be obtained.  We were 

spiritually fed by evening devotions led by mostly our young people.  

Much laughter and joy was had as members joined in board games 

and singing.  Several members also spent early mornings in 

the church sanctuary for personal devotions.  We rejoice in 

the blessings of God, keeping the group safe and 

affording us the opportunity to serve while being 

spiritually enriched by our fellowship with each other.  

   ~ Mark Egolf, Coventry CoB 
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Hosted by the District Ministry Commission and the Ephrata Church of the Brethren, ministers 
from around the District came together at Ephrata Church of the Brethren for a Minister and 
Families Appreciation Night.  About 70 ministers and family members gathered to enjoy  

dinner from food trucks, conversation with friends, and games.   

ANE Receives and Distributes  

Technology Donation 

 
In April, the Atlantic Northeast District received a generous  
technology donation from Greg Holsinger, former CEO of  
U-GRO Learning Centres and former member of Palmyra 
COB.  The donation included more than 60 iPads, over 20  
laptops, and various accessories.  The donation was open to all 
congregations within the District.  The District Office managed 

the donation distribution.  Nearly thirty congregations benefited from the devices that were available.  

 

Congregations have a variety of ways in which they plan to use the donated devices.  Some are using the 
technology for a welcome center check-in, or to assist with hybrid Sunday School classes.  Others are using the 
devices to control the church’s sound board, or stream services.  Some pastors and church staff members have 

used the devices to upgrade their laptops or iPads. 

 

We are grateful to have been the recipient of this practical donation that can help our congregations further 

their ministries and better serve their communities. 

Photo Credit: 

Ann Bach 
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Our Vision: 

Guided by scripture, heritage and the Holy Spirit, we 
are creating spiritually healthy New Testament  

congregations who covenant and network  

together to further the Kingdom of God. 

AtlanticNortheastDistrict 

Atlantic Northeast District Church of 
the Brethren 

Deadline for the Sept/Oct  issue of ANE Today is 

August 15.   

kbernstein@ane-cob.org.    

ANE TODAY Goes Completely Online 

2022 will be the last year the District’s ANE Today 

publication is offered in a paper format.   

For those who receive a paper edition, in  
order to continue to receive the ANE Today, contact 
the office with your email to be placed on the mail-
ing list.  Another option to keep in touch is to follow 
us on Facebook.  The newsletter is also available on 

our website under Communications. 

If you have any questions, please reach out at 

717.367.4730 




